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Detergent Industry Network  
for CLP Classification

A collective industry approach to classify and label 
your detergent products (for skin and eye effects)

The ALTERNATIVE: An Ambitious 3 Year Project by Industry to 
Secure an Adequate and Collective Implementation of CLP
In 2010, in line with the new CLP provision allowing the formation of a classification network and building on the CLP 
hierarchy of data for classification, A.I.S.E. initiated a broad project with the objective to secure adequate data generation for 
safety assessment, and thus, classification and labelling of products. This project comprising of two main pillars has been 
developed with high level expertise and in dialogue with external stakeholders:

Background: The CLP Regulation and Safe Use Communication
Since June 2015, classification and labelling of mixtures 
for household detergents and cleaning products became 
mandatory under the CLP Regulation (EC) No 1272/2008.  
CLP is an essential tool to alert users of product hazards. The 
primary goal of A.I.S.E. member companies is to ensure safe 
use of products. 

More specifically, it is critical that industry can meet the new 
legal requirements in a way that allows consumers to:
n �Recognise the hazard
n �Distinguish between products of different hazards
n �Understand a relevant and adequate label

The Issue: Potential more-
severe labelling based on 
CLASSIFICATION BY CALCULATION 
(ADDITIVITY METHOD)
The impact of the CLP Regulation for A.I.S.E. products, using 
the classification by calculation, in the absence of test data, 
would lead to many more daily use products being more severely 
classified and labelled (see example aside).

This classification by calculation would then result in:
n �Not reflecting actual effects on man based on human experience
n �Devaluing warning labels; no ability to differentiate really 

hazardous products if all products bear the same pictograms
n �Leading to unsafe handling of the really hazardous products
n �Confusing poison centers and consumers
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A.I.S.E.’S APPROACH FOR CLP
Adequate safety assessment for skin and eye effects, based on in vitro test data

NEW METHOD AND DATA GENERATION (in vitro )

Objective: Investigate the applicability of currently available in vitro 
skin and eye irritation/corrosion test methods to classify detergent and 
cleaning products.

Outcome: 

n �Skin: Some methods found suitable for classification of hand 
dishwashing liquids, hand wash/skin mildness laundry detergents 
and bleaches. Products with direct skin contact not expected to be 
irritant, others expected to be skin category 2

n �Eye: one in vitro method found suitable for detergents and cleaning 
products enhanced with histopathological assessment

n �New data being generated

Detergent Industry Network for CLP Classification

Objective: Sharing of data and expertise to facilitate appropriate 
classification and consistent interpretation of expert judgment for skin/
eye irritancy classification under CLP across the industry sector.

Principles:

n �Sharing of toxicity data (ca 200 formulations)  
and expertise

n �Open to all companies from the sector  
(subscription fees)

n �Involvement of classification experts

n ��Secure web-based tool enabling access to data

n �Sector classification explanatory notes

Products in scope: solid and liquid laundry detergents, hand dishwash detergents, all-purpose cleaners and alkaline bleaches (and other product types of similar composition).

Dialogue with stakeholders

DetNet 
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operational 
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January 
2014


